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dees stl si-gnte’ aa PLLUSTRIOUS 


PATRON ‘OF 
SIR, 


‘not a wide ocean Zatetvene, the 
Author of the enfuing Difcourfe 
~~~ would not prefume to prefix fo great 
a Name toa lictlePerformance of his, with- 


out firft humbly requefting the indulgence, 


‘and obtaining it. Nor would he trutt to 
— of that apology for taking 
this 


iw DEDICATION. 
this libercy, }, did ot fome perfons perfwade 


him to hope, it will be kindly and con- — 
gefendingly. taken as a teftimony of that 
in 


>. 


cere. gratitude and high veneration, 


which not only he but his.country has for 


one, who hath twice at leaft been a prin- 

cipal Inftrument i inthe hand of GOD; of 
faving Great Britatn and her Colonies 
from impending ruin: Once, by magnani- 
moufly condu ng a jutt and glorious war 
againft foreign nations ;_ and once, by pre- 
ferving peace in His own ;—by exerting 
Himfelf « to prevent.a fatal rupture berween 
Britain andherC Colonies, and to re-eftab- 
lith fuch an- harmony: as~ aioe con- 
compete e-weltare of beh. 


Ar the latemott impor cant crisis, You, 
Sir, whom no rewards could ever tempt, 
no frowns of the Great ever difmay, no 
dangers difconcert; ahd to whom, fo good 


and great in Vonsrfal no titles, how ever 
‘Aigh, could poffibly add any new dignity or 


jute; ‘You; Great Sir, was not “ athamed 
of our chain’ sor reluctant at ftanding forth — 
co plead ithe:caufe of poor AMERica ; and 


to ftem the: mig hey tarfene that was azaint 


her, 


DEDICATION. ‘* 
 herswhich threatened to end ima deluge of 
blood enema cic 


two in Her favor, You, Sir, was not afham- 
ed or afraid to pour forth all’ Your unti- 
" -yall'd eloquence in aftrenuous vindication _ 
of Her infringed Rights. And, indeed, 
her caufe being fuppofed good, the more 
_ friendlefs She was; the more She needed, 
and: in fome fort deferved; fo powerful a 
; patronage. - For, furely, great talents were 
given for great occafions ; to be employed 
in. defence. of the innocent and feeble. 
_ Gop made fome men ftrong, on purpofe to 
“ bear the infirmities of the the weak’; 
that they. might be able. ft and fup- 
port them in their dangers’ and extremities; 
/as You, ‘Str, have ever-done, fince You 
adorned the Brrrisu fenate; and particu. . 
darly in adate ever snémorable inftance. 


To You, Great Six, under GOD and 

- the Kine, grateful America chiefly attri- 
butes it , that She is now happily re-inftated 
“in the ‘enjoyment of her former Liberties 
“and Privileg es ; tho’ She has, at the fame 
time, a very deep fenfe of her obligations 
to other g great and illuftrious Perfonages. 
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“eo dr, Sik, you could;at this diftance,havean 
adequate conceptioref the univerfal joy of 
“A irertca; preceeded by cthe-moft “alarm: 
ing apprehenfions for Her: liberties + if 
- You could be fully fenfiblehow much we 
aferibe it to°You, that ‘they are not loft; 
fiow, tiext to the Kine, we blefs You as 
our commonFatuer, and fend up ardent 
vows to Heaven for Yous this would, it 
muft~ give “You a fublime, “and: ‘truly 
Godlike pleafure. It might even fuf- 
pend, for a while, the fevereft pangs of that 
excruciating diforder, which hasfo often de- 
tain'd you fromthe Bri rsHSenate, to the 
great detriment of the public ; particularly 
awhen the late~dreadful Sramp-acT was 
paffed. Nay, it might, perhaps, without 
_vany other miracle, giveYou fuch {pirits and 
vigor, as to “take up Your bed and walk,” 
like thofe fick and lame perfons. inftantly 
‘cured by the word of Him, who came 
from Heaven to make us “ free indeed’. 


_ So uniyerfal, fo great is our joy; and fo: 
‘much, Sir, are-we indebted for it to your 
good offices! But, alas! what can poor 
“America doin return? Nothing but ac- 

Se ee knowledge 


a 


fincerity asa 
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knowledge che. sbligaton. with as “ach 
L grat fal country everracknow- 
ledged one: ‘Nothing but call you, over 


and over ao her FATHER, net FATHER; 


havo oak es epee tbe anery’ 
Nothing but erect a few marble, brafs or 
copper ftatues in honor to You; (for 
America has but little filver or gold) 
ftatues that will be of no fervice to You, 
fince they will go to decay Jong before 


Your name and memory will need any 


-fuch poor alge to > preferve them. 


Alas! j [MERICA a “no more = 
Yes, Sir, there is one thing more: She 
will pray that You may long live in health, 
happinefs and honor, that if there fhould 


be any occafion hereafter, as in time paft, 


. You may ftep in and prevent Her’s and 


Ps geen 


BRITAIN’ ruin, when noéther man could; 


-and that, when You mutt, according to 
_ the common lot of men, however great 


and good (O may it be late !) ceafe to 
plead. the caufe of I1perry.on earth, 
You “may ° “in Heaven, as Your reward, 

enjoy 
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<p aieillee e-em Te RE + 
Our foul is efeaped as a bird from the fuare 
of the fowlers ; the fnare is broken, and 
_weare cfeaped. = < 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who 


made heaven and earth, 


bon etic See 


W ‘HE late gracious appearance of divine pro 
| _ Widence for us, in the day of our trouble, 
_ feemed fo feafonable, fo fignal, fo im 

tant; in a word, fo interefting to the prefent and 
future generations, that we of this Society thought 
it expedient to agree among ourfelves upon a day, 
in order to take a particular, religious notice of 
it; and to praife the name of the Lord, in whom - 
is our help. If there had been any probability 
of our being called together for this end by 
Proclamation, as upon fome lefs memorable 
occafions, we fhould not have been defirous to 
anticipate the day; which might have had the 
appearanee of oftentation. But of that, fo faras 
1 have heard, there was very little, if any, 


» 


will 
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Avill offering, I hope we fhall render to God, in 
fome poor meafure, the glory due to his name ; 
and that he will pracioufly accept it, thro’ our 
Lord Jefus Chrift the righteous, our mediator 
and advocate with the Father. At thefame time 


it is fuppofed that, in proceeding thus, we give | 


no juft ground of offenceto Jew or Gentile, or 
to the church of God; which we would by no 
meansdo. We only éxercife that liberty, where- 
swith Chrift hath made us free, being defirous that 
all other perfons and churches fhould do the 
fame; and not chufing that either they or we 


fhould be “entangled with any yoke of bondage.” - 


~~ flaving rendered our devout thanks to God, 
whofe kingdom ruleth over all, and fung his high 
praifes; permit me now, my friends and bre- 
“thren, with unfeigned love to my country, to 
congratulate you on that interefting event, which 
is the fpecial- occafion of this folemnity: An 
event, as humbly conceive, of the utmoft im- 

portance to the whole Britifh empire, whofe 
peace and profperity we ought ardenly to defire ; 
and one, very peculiarly affecting the welfare of 
‘thefe colonies. Believe me, I-lately took no in- 
confiderable part with you in your grief, and 
gloomy apprehenfions, on account of a certain 
PARLIAMENTARY ACT, which you fuppofed 
ruinous in its tendency to the American planta- 
tions, and, eventually, to Great-Britain. I now 
partake no lefs in your common joy, on account 
ofthe REPEAL of that a& ;whereby thefecolo- 
nies afe emancipated frony a flavifh, inglorious 
bondage ; areore-inflated in the enjoyment of 
Me os : ae their 
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their ancient rights and privileges, aid -a° fount 
dation is laid for lafting harmony betweenGreat- 
Britain and them, to their mutual advantage. 
- But when you requefted me:to preach a fer- 
mon on-this joyful occafion, I-conelude-it was 
neither your expectation nor-defire, that I thould 
enter very’ particularly into a political: confidera- 
tion of the affair. Had I conceived this to"have 
been your intention, I muft, tho’ with reluctance, 
have given you'a refufal ;- partly from a convic- 
tion of the impropriety of minutely difcufling 
points of this nature in the pulpit; and partly 
from a fenfe of my own inability ‘to do it ‘as it 
ought to be done. I fuppofe I fhall beft anfwer 
your expectation, as well as moft gratify my own 
inclination, by waving political controverfy, and 
giving you fuch- counfels. and exhortations re- 
fpe&ting your duty to Ged and man, as ate agree- 
able to the facred oracles, to the di@ates of fober 
reafon, and adapted to the occafion. — This: is, 
therefore, what I chiefly propofe*to do in the 
enfuing difcourfe, as God {hall enable me: And 
may the Father of lights teach me to fpeak, and 
you to hear in fuch a manner, that ouraflembling 
together at this time, out of the ordinary courfe, 
may be to his honor, and to christian edification: 
However, if my difcourfe is to be particularly 
adapted to this great occafion, inftead of being fa 
general, as to be almoft-as fuitable to any other, 
you are fenfible it is neceflary that the occafion 
itfelf fhould be kept in view. _ I thall therefore 
briefly premife a few things ralative thereto, by 
way of. intrody@ion to the main defign; fuck 
; B 2, thiags 


a lo oe are ieee tied "ty it, and. to 
whom it more properly belongs. And if I 
fhould be miftaken in. te of thefe piacere 4 


it is hoped candor will excufe i it; fe ; 
ag oer out of the way of my profeffion. 

. In purfuance of this plan, it {hall nassibe taken 

granted, that as we were frec-born, never 
made flaves by nhasigt af sonnet in war, if 
porn anenee Pag fold as flaves 
market, for money , fo we 
righ: to our. own, till we have 
ff ed tO part with it, either in perfon, 
or oar + on whem. we have appointed to repre- 
fent, and to aé& for us. 

It hall be taken for granted, that this natural 
right i is declared, affirmed and fecured to us, as 
we are Britifh fubjeéis, by Magna Charta; all 
acts contrary to which, are faid to be 7/0 facto 
null and void: And, that this-natural, conftitu- 
tional-right has been further confirmed to moft 

the plantations by particular fubfequent royal 

~ charters, taken in. their obvious fenfe ; the lega- 

lity and authority of which charters was never 

onve-denied. by cither Houfe of Parliament; but 

implicitly at. t acknowledged, ever fince they. 
were refpedtivel pgpunted very lately. 


thefe - 


as moft of them were o fettled at the 
fole and great expence of the adventurers ; the 
expence of their. money, their toil, their blood ; 
as they have expended a great deal from time't 
time in their wars with their French.and Savage 
neighbours, and in the fupport of his Majefty’s 
government here; as they have, moreover, been 
ever ready to grant fuch aids of men and money 
to the crown, for the common cavfe, as. they 
were able to give; by which means a great load 
of debt ftill lies on feveral of them ; an im 
Great Britain has drawn vaft emolument from 
them in the way of commerce, over and 
above-all that fhe has ever expended for them, 
either in peace or war: So that the is, we poor 


tes. 


Se >, 


“all. comparifon, richer, more powerful and. re® 
-pectable now, than fhe would have been; if our 
fathers had never emigrated: And both they and 
their pofterity have, in effect, been labouring, 
from firft to laft, for the aggrandizement of the 
mother-country..In this light, that fhare of 
common fenfe, which the colonifts have, be it more 
of lefs, leads them to confider things.» © = 
It is taken for granted, that as the furprifing, 
unexampled growth’ of thefe colonics, to the 
extenfion of his Majefty’s dominion, and:pro= 
digious advantage of Britain in many refpects, 
has been chiefly owing, under God, to the liber- 
ty enjoyed here; fo the infraction thereof intwo 
fuch capital points :as thofe: before referred to, 
would» undoubtedly difcourage the trade, induf- 
try and population of the-colonies,-by rendering 
property. infecure. and -precarious; would foon 
drain them of all their little cisculating moncy ; 
would put it abfolurely out of their power ta 
purchafe Britifh commodities, force them into 
manufactures of their own, and terminate, if not 
in the ruin, yet in the very effential detriment of 
the mother-country. > 
- It fhall, therefore, alfo be taken for granted, 
that altho’ the colonies could not juftly claim an 
exclufive right of taxing themfelves, and the 
tight of -being tried by juries; yet they had 
great reafon to remonftrate againft the act afore= 
faid on the footing of inexpedience, the great 
hardthip, and deftructive tendency of it ; as a 
meafure big with mifchief to Britain, as well as 
to themfelves ; and promoted at-firff, perhaps, 
enly by perfons who werereal friends to neither. 
: : But 
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~ Butas to any methods of oppofition to that 
meafure, on the part of the colonies, befides 
thofe of bumble petitioning, and other ftri@ly 
legal ones, it will not, I conclude, be fuppofed, 
that I appear in this place as an advocate fot 
them, whatever the general fenfe of the colonilts 
may be concerning this point. And I take for 
granted, that we are all perfectly. agreed in 
condemning the riotous and fellonious pro- 
ceedings of certain men of Belial,t} as they have 
been juftly called, who had the effrontery té 
cloke their rapacious violences with the pretext 
of zeal for liberty ; which is fo far from being 
a new thing under the fun, that even Great 
Britain can furnifh us with many, and much 
more flagrant examples of it. 

But, my Brethren; however unconftitutional, 
oppreflive, grievous or ruinous the aforefaid a& 
was in its nature, and fatal in its ‘tendeney, his 
Majefty and the Parliament have beeh pleafed to 
hearken to the juft complaints of the colonies, 
feconded and enforced by the prudent, Spirited 
conduct of our merchants; by certain noble 
and ever-honored patriots in Great Britain, cf 
poufing our caufe with all the force of reafon 
and eloguence, and by the general voice of the 
nation: So that a total repeal of that dreadful 
act is now obtained. His Majefty and the Par- 
liament were far too wife, juft and good to per- 
fift in a meafure, after they were convinced it was 
wrong ; or to confider it as any point of honor, 
to enforce an a& fo grievous to three million 
good fubje&s, fo contrary to the intereft of the 
Britifh 

t The Book of America, Chap. If, v. 13, 
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Britifh merchants and manufaéturers, and to the 
general fenfe of the nation. They have been 
pleafed, in the act of repeal itfelf, greatly to 
their honor, implicitly to acknowledge their fal- 
libility and erroneous judgment in the other ad, 
by faying, that “ the continuance of the faid a& 
** would be attended with many inconveniences, 
“ and might be productive of confequences great- 
* ly detrimental to the commercial interefts of 
“ thofe kingdoms.” ‘Thefe being the reafons 
affigned for the repeal, we may juitly conclude, 
that if thofe many inconvemiences and detrimen- 
tal confequences could have been forefeen, the 
aét complained of would never have been pafled. 
And as the fame reafons will doubtlefs operate 
at leaft as ftrongly, probably much more ftrongly 
hereafter, in proportion to the growth of the 

lonies, than they do at prefent, we may natu- 
rally conclude alfo, that an act of the like nature 
will never again be heard of. 

Thus “ our foul is efcaped as a bird from the 
fuare of the fowlers ; the fnare is broken, and 
we areefcaped ;” tho’ not without much ftrug- 
gling in the fnare, before it gave way, and fet 
us at liberty again. But when I fpeak of that 
pernicious act as a fuare, and thofe who pre- 
pared it for us as fowlers, greedy of their prey, 
let it be particularly obferved, that I intend not 
the leaft reflexion on our gracious Sovereign 
or the Parliament; who muft not be fuppofed 
to have any evil defigns againft the colonies, 
which are fo neceflary to Great Britain, and 
by which fo many thoufands of her manufac- 

turers 
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turers are fupported, who, but for them, muft 
actually ftarve, emigrate, or do what I chufe 
to forbear mentioning. No! I apply this, as I 
conclude you will, only to fome evil-minded 
individuals in Britain, who are true friends nei- 
ther to her nor us ; and who accordingly fpa- 
red no wicked arts, no deceitful, no dithono- 
rable, no difhonett means, to puh on and ob- 
tain, as it were by farprife, an aét fo prejudicial 
to both ; and, in fome fort, to the ex/naring of 
his Majetty and the Parliament, as well as the 
good people of America : Being, not improba- 
bly, in the interefts of the Houfes of Bourbon 
and the Pretender, whofe caufe they meant to 
ferve, by bringing about an open rupture be- 
tween Great Britain and her colonies ! Thefe, 
thefe men, my Brethren, are the cunning fow- 
lers, thefe the enfnarers, from whofe teeth “ our 
foul is efcaped asa bird :” And fuch traitors 
will, doubtlefs, ¢’er long be caught in another 
fnare, fuitable for them, to the fatisfaction of 
the King’s good fubjects on both fides the At- 
lantic, if his ; Majetty and the Parliament fhould 
judge it neceflary for the vindication of their 
own honor, or for the public good, to bring 
them to condign punifhment. 

Let me juft add here, that according to our 
lateft and beft advices, the King, his truly pa- 
triotic Miniftry and the Parliament have the 
intereft, particularly the commercial intereft of 
the colonies much at heart ; being sow difpofed 
even to enlarge, inftead of curtailing their pri- 
vileges;: and to grant us every indulgence, Ccor- 

Co fiftent 
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fiftent with the common good of the Britifh 
empire: More than which we cannot reafona- 
bly, and, I am perfuaded, do not defire. 

Thefe things being premifed,let me now pro- 
ceed to thofe reflections, exhortations and cau- 
tions relative to them, which were the chief 
defign of this difcourfe. And the prefent oc- 
cafion being a very peculiar one, fuch as never 
before occurred in America, and, I hope in God, 
never will again ; I fhall crave your indulgence 
if I am confiderably longer than is cuftomary 
on other occafions, which are lefs out of the 
ordinary courfe. _ : : 

In the firft place then, it is evident from the 
preceding view of things, that we have the 
greate(t caufe for thankfulnefs to AlmightyGod, 
who doeth his will among the inhabitants of the 
earth, as well as in the armies of heaven. He, 
in whofe hands are the hearts of all men, not 
excepting thofe of Kings, fo that he turneth 

them whitherfoever he will, as the rivers of 
water, hath infpired the people of America with 
a noble fpirit of liberty, and remarkably united 
them in ftanding up for that invaluable bleffing. 
He hath raifed us up friends of the greateft emi- 
hence in Britain, in our perilous circumftances. 
He hath united the hearts of almoft all wife 
and good men there, to plead our caufe and 
their own fuccefsfully. He hath bleffed the 
King with an upright Miniftry, zealous for the 
public good, and knowing wherein it confifts. 
He hath given the King wifdom to difcern, and 
integrity to purfue, the interefts of his people, 
at 
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at the late alarming CRISIS, when ‘fo much 
depended on the meafures that were then fpee- 
dily to be taken !' He hath changed his royal 
purpofe, and that of his Parliament, ina mat- 
ter which nearly and effentially concerned, at 
leaft ovr temporal happinefs ; difpofing them 
to take offfrom our:necks that grievous and 
heavy burden, which, to be fure, was not put 
upon us but with reluctance, and thro’ the dif- 
honeft artifices of certain wicked men who, 
perhaps, intended, if poflible, entirely to‘alie- 
nate the affections of the colonifts from their 
common Father the King, and from their Mo- 
ther-country. O execrable defign'! to the ac- 
complifhment of which, the pernicious'meafure 
aforefaid apparently tended. _ But bleffed be He, 
who governeth among the’nations, that hé-hath 
- confounded the devices of fuch treacherous 
men. To allude to the pfalm, a part of which 
I mentioned-as my text ; “ If it had not been 
the Lord who was on our fide, when men rofe 
up againft us,” and if they could have had their 
wicked will, “ then they had fwallowed us up 
“ quick ;’—* then the waters had overwhel- 
med us, the {tream had gone over our foul ; 
then the proud waters had gone over our foul. 
Bleffed be the Lord, who hath not given us 
as a prey to their teeth ;” the ravening teeth 
of thofe cunning fowlers, from whofe treache- 
rous /nare we have juftefcaped ; ““ our help be- 
“ ing in the name of the Lord, who made hea- 
ven and earth.” To Him, therefore, we 
juftly owe the undiflembled gratitude of out 

C2 hearts, 
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hearts, as well as the joyful praifés of our lips s 
For I take it for granted, that you. all firmly 
believe, that He who made the world, exerci- 
fes a providential government over it ; fo that 
the very hairs of our head “ are all numbered 
by,” and that “ a fparrow doth not fall tothe 
ground without” Him. How much more then, 
is his providence to be acknowledged inthe rife, 
in the prefervation, in the great events, the re- 
volutions, or the fall of mighty {tates and king: 
doms ?, 
_ To excite our gratitude to God the more ef- 
fectually, let us confider the greatnefs of our 
late danger and of our deliverance: Letus take 
a brief retrofpective view of the perplexed, 
wretched ftate, in which thefe colonies were, 
a few months ago, compared with the joyful 
and happy condition, in which they are at pre- 
fent, ES A removal of their chief griévances. 
ve never known fo quick and general 
a tranfition from the depth of forrow to the 
height-of joy, as omthis occafion ; nor, indeed, 
fo great aid univerfal a flow of either, on any 
other occafion whatever. It is very. true, we 
have heretofore feen times of great adverfity. 
We have known feafons of drought, dearth,and 
{preading mortal difeafes ; the peftilence walk- 
ing in darknefs, and the deftruétion watting at 
noon day. We have feen wide devattations, 
made by fire; and amazing tempetts, the hea- 
vens on flame, the winds a the waves roaring. 
We have known repeated earthquakes, threat: 
ning us with Speedy deftruction. We. se 
een 
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beeh under preat apprehenfions by reafon of 
formidable ficets of an enemy on our coafts, 
menacing fire atid fword:to all our maritime 
towns. Wehayeknowntimes when theFrench 
and Savage armies made terrible havock on our 
frontiers, carrying all before them for a while ; ; 
when we were not without fear, that fome ca- 
pital cowns in the colonies would fall into their 
mercilefs hands. Such times as thefe we have 
known ; at fome of whichalmoft-every “ face 
gathered palenefs,” and the knees of all but the 
good and brave, waxed feeble. But never have 
we known a feafon of fuch univerfal-confter- 
nation and anxiety among people of all ranks 
and ages, in thefe colonies, as was occafioned 
by that parliamentary procedure, which threat- 
ned us and our pofterity with perpetual bon- 
dage and flavery. For They, as we generally 


fuppofe, are really flaves to all intentsand pur- 


pofes, who are obliged to labor and toil only 
for the beriefit of others ; or, which comes to 
the fame thing, the fruit of whofe labour and 
induftry may be /awfully taken from them with- 
out their confent, and they juftly punifhed if 
they refufe to furrender it on demand, or ap- 
ply it to other purpofes than thofe, which their 
mafters, of theirmere grace and pleafure, fee 
fitto allow. Nor are there many American 
underftandings accute enough to diftinguifh 
any material difference. between this being 
done by a fingle perfon, under the title of an 
abfolute Monarch, and done by a far-diftant 
legiflature confifting of many perfons,in which 

~ they 


Ca 


they are not reprefented; and the members 
whereof, inftead of feeling, and fharing equally 
with them in the burden thus impofed,are eafed 
‘of their own in proportion to the greatnefs and 
weight’of it. It may be queftioned,whether the 
ancient Greeks orRomans, or any other nation 
in which flavery was allowed, carried their 
idea of it much further thanthis. So that our 
jJate apprehenfions, and univerfal confternation, 
on account of ourfelves and pofterity, were 
far, very far indeed, from being groundlefs, 
For what is there in this world more wretched, 
than for thofe who were born free, and have 
a right to continue fo, to be made flaves them- 
felves, and to think of leaving a race of flaves 
behind them ; even though it be to matters, 
confeffedly the moft humane and generous in 
the world? Or what wonder is it, if after 
groaning with a low voice for a while, to no 
purpofe, we at length groaned fo loudly, as 
to be heard more than three thoufand miles ; 
and to be pitied throughout Europe, wherever 
itis not hazardous to mention even the name 
of liberty, unlefs it be to reproach it, as only’ 
another name for f{edition,faGtion or rebellion? 
On the other hand, never did the tide of 
joy {well fo high, or roll forapidly thro’ the 
bofoms and veins of the people in general, on 
any public occafion, as on the newsof THE 
REPEAL. “ Then was our mouth filled with 
“ laughter, and ourtongue with finging,” when 
the Lord turned our captivity ; this was received 
as an emancipation indeed, from anmerited flaverg. 
Nor 
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Nor were there ever before fo great externak 
demonftrations of joy among the people.of 
America ; not even when all Canada. was re- 
duced, or when it was fecured to the crown of 
England by treaty, and our apprehenfions of co- 
ming under the yoke of France were vanifhed 
away. And fome there are, who fuppofe, that 
France would not have hefitated at allowing fuch . 
a number of flourifhing colonies the exclufive 
right of taxing themfelves, for the fake of a 
free trade with them, could they have been 
prevailed on,by violating their allegiance,to put 
themfelves under her protection ; as I am fully 
perfuaded thefe colonies would not do, for all 
thatFrance has to give. In my poor opinion, 
we never had fo much real occafion for joy, 
on any temporal account, as when we were 
thus emancipated, and our foul efcaped as a bird 
from the dreadful frare. And I am_perfwa- 
ded it would rejoice the generous and royal 
heart of his Majefty, if he knew that by a 
fingle turn of the fcepter, when he affented to 
THE REPEAL, he had given more pleafure 
to three million good fubjects, than ever he and 
his royal Grandfather gave them by all the tri- 
umphs of their arms, from Lake Superior Eaft- 
ward to thelfles of Manilla ; tho’ fo numerous, fo 
great, fo illuftrious ; and though WE partoek 
fo largely in the national joy on thofe occa-, 
fions. A PEPPER-CoRN * a year added to his 
Majefty’s exchequer, would not furely------ ! But 
I forbear. 
~- ® Seea certain ever-memorable Speech in an auguft affembly- 
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If you pleafe, we will now defcend to fome 
farther particulars, relative to our late unhappy 
and prefent joyful circumftances, in order to 
excite our thankfulnefs toGod, for fo memo 
rable a deliverance. ; a 
 “PHis contient, from Canada to Florida, and 
the Weft-India Iflands, moft of them at leaft, 
have exhibited-a difmal mixed fcene of mur- 
muting, defpondence, tumult and outrage ; 
‘courts of jaftice fhut up, with cuftom-houfes 
and potts ; private jealoufies and animofities, 
evil furmifings, whifperings and back-bitings, 
mutual’ reproaches, open railing, and many 
thet evils, fince the time in which the grie- 
vous act dforefaid was to have taken place. 
Almoft every Britifh American, as was before 
“obferved, confidered it as an infraction of their 
tights, or their dearly purchafed privileges, 
eall them which you will;.and the fad earneft 
‘of fach a galling yoke tobe laid on our necks, 
already fomewhat fore by preceding grievances, 
as neither we nor our Fathers were able to 
bear; or rather, as being icfelf fuch a yoke, 
and likely to grow heavier by length of time, - 
without any increafe, either of ability or pa- 
tience to endure it. The uneafinefs was, there- 
fore, juftly great and univerfal, except, per- 
haps, among a few individuals, who either 
‘did not attend to confequences, or who expec- 
ted to find their private account in the public 
‘calamity, by exercifing the gainful, tho’ invi- 
dious, and not very reputable office of tafk-maf- 
ters over their groaning countrymen and bre- 
: thren ; 
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then. Even our bought Negro /laves apparently — 


fhared in the common diftrefs : For which one 
cannot eafily account, except by fuppofing that 
even fome of them faw, that if the ad? took place, 
their mafters might foon be too poor to provide 
them fuitable food and raiment ; and thought it 


would be more ignominious and wretched tobe — 


the /ervants of fervants, than of free-men. 
But to return. The general difcontent ope- 
tated very differently upon the minds of different 
people, according to the diverfity of their na- 
tural tempers and conftitutions, their education, 
religious principles, or the prudential maxims 
which they had efpoufed. Some at once grew 
melancholy, fitting down in a kind of lethargic, 
dull defparation of relief, by any means what- 
ever. Others were thrown into a fort of con- 
fternation, not unlike to a phrenzy occafioned 
by a raging fever; being ready to do any thing 
or every thing, to obtain raicks but yet, unhap- 
pily, not knowing what, when, where, how ; nor 
having any two rational and confiftent ideas a- 
bout the matter; {carce more than a perfon in a 
delirium has of the nature of, or proper method 
of curing the fever, which is the caufe of his 
madnefs. Some few were, I believe, upon the 
principles of Sibthorp, Manwaring, Filmer, and 
that goodly tribe, determined to go no farther in 
order to obtain redrefs, than in the way of pe- 
tition and remonttrance ; and this, even tho’ they 
had been fure of fuccefs in fome hardy enter- 
prize. Others, who had no religious feruples of 
this kind, yet thought it extremely imprudent 
= D ee QO 
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aid hazardous to oppofe afuperior power in 
fuch a manner as might, perhaps, draw the whole 
“weight of itsrefentment on the colonies, to theit 
deftruétion. But the greater part, as I con- 
éeive, tho’ I may be miftaken in this, were firm- 
ly united in a confiltent, however imprudent or 
defperate a plan, to run all 1ifques, to tempt all 
hazards, to go all lengths, if things were driven 
to extremity, rather than to fubmit ; preferring 
death itfelf to what they efteemed fo wretched 
and inglorious a fervitude. And even “ of de- 
« yout women not a few” were, I imagine, 
fo far metamorphofed into men on this fad 
éccafion, that they would have declined hardly 
any kind of manly exertions, rather than live 
to propagate a race of flaves, or to be fo them- 
felves. In fhort, fuch was the danger, and in their 
opinion, fo great and glorious the caufe, that the 
Spirit of the Roman matrons in the time of the 
commonwealth, feemed to be now equalled by 
the fairer daughters of America. The uneafinefs 
of fome perfons was much encreafed by an ima- 
gination, that the money to be raifed by the © 
duty on ftamps, would partly be applied to pay 
certain civil officers falaries ; whereby they would 
become more entirely and abfolutely dependent 
on the crown, lefs on the people, and confe- 
quently, as was fuppofed, more arbitrary and in- 
folent. Others were anxious, becaufe they ima- 
gined, with how much, or how little reafon you 
-will beft judge, that the money was to be chiefly 
applied towards maintaining a ftanding army in 
‘Ameriea ; not fo much to defend ‘and fecure the 
rae colonies 
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colonies from enemies, of whom they had agne, 
except the aforefaid fowlers, as to awe the colo- 
nies themfelves into an implicit obedience to 
minifterial meafures, however unjuft or execrable 
in their nature. There is no end, you know, 
to peoples fears and jealoufies, when once they 
are thoroughly alarmed. And fofome fufpected, 
that this money was partly intended to maintain. 
a ftanding army of bifhops,and other ecclefiaftics, 
to propagate the importance of certain rites and 
ceremonies, to which they had an averfion ; the 
divine right of diocefan epifcopacy and tythes, 
with many ef cetara’s of the like facred and zm 
terefting importance. Thefe frange notions and 
fears prevailed very much among certain odd peo- 
ple, who liked their old religion, and were not 
able to fee the reafonablenefs of their paying for 
the fupportof any other. I am not accountable 
for other people's whimfical apprehenfions : 1 
am here only reprefenting the perplexity, into 
which peoples minds were thrown by the novel 
taxation, according to their different views of it ; 
a taxation, which was probably never thought of 


till a few years ago, when it was propofed to a 


reat and good Secretary of State, who was far 
too friendly to the colonies, as well as too wile, 
to burn u18s fingers with an American ST AMP- 
AcT. 

This diverfity of humours, fentiments and opi- 
nions among the colonifts, of which I have been 
fpeaking, naturally occafioned great animofities, 
mutual cenfures and reproaches : Infomuch that 
it was hardly fafe for any man to fpeak his 
thoughts on the times, unlefs he could patiently 
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bear to lie under the imputation Of being a 
coward, an incendiary, rebel; or enemy to his 
country ; or to have fome other odium caft up- 
on him. In the mean time moft of the courts 
‘were fhut up, and almoft all bufinefs brought to 
a ftand; and, in fome colonics, wide breaches 
were made between their feveral Governors and 
Houfes of Affembly ; thofe governors thinking 
it their duty to puth the execution of the ftamp- 
act ; and fome of them trying to prevent the af- 
femblies petitioning, in the joint manner propofed. 
In this ftate of general diforder, approaching fo 
hear to anarchy, fome profligate people, in dif- 
ferent parts of the continent, took an opportu- 
nity to gratify their private refentments, and to 
get money in an eaficr and more expeditious 
way than that of labor; committing abomina- 
ble exceffes and outrages on the perfons or pro- 
perty of others. 7 

~ What a dreadful fcene was this! Who can 
take a curfory review of it even now, without 
horror, unlefs he is loft to all fenfe of religion, 
virtue and good order? Thefe were fome of the 
bitter, and in a good meafure, the natural fruits 
of that unhappy meafure which preceeded them, 
Nor were we wholly unapprehenfive of fome- 
thing ftill worfe ; of having a more dreadful 
{cene, even afceneof blood and flaughter opened! 
I will not be particular here ; but afk you what 
you think of Britith fubjeéts making war upon 
Britith fubjes on this continent! What might 
this have terminated in? Perhaps in nothing lefs 
than the ruin of .the colonics, and the downfall 
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of a certain great kingdom, which has long been 
the fupport of other ftates, the terror of her 
enemies, and the envy and glory of Europe !— 
If I had myfelf, once, fome apprehenfions of this 
‘kind, as I confefs I had, I was very far from be- 
ing fingular therein. One of the beft judges of 
fuch matters, that any nation or age ever afford- 
ed, as well as one of the beft men, and moft ac- 
complifhed orators, {peaking on this point ina 
certain auguft affembly, is reported to have ex- 
preffed himfelf thus. ‘‘ On a good, on a found 
‘* bottom, the force of this country can crufh 
“© America to atoms. J know the valor of your 
troops ; I know the 4kill of your officers.— 
* But on this ground, on the Sramp-Act, 
* when fo many here will think ita crying in- 
* juftice, 1am one that will lift up my hand 
“againft it. In fuch a caufe your fuccefs may 
“ be hazardous. AMERICA, if sHE fell, would 
fall like a ftrong man, would embrace the pil- 
“ lars of ftate, and pull down the conflitution 
“ along with her.” Thus the great patron of 
America.t Even the remoteft apprehenfions of this 
kind, muft give a very fenfible pain to any Ame- 
rican, who at once fincerely loves his own coun- 
try, and wifhes that the happy czvz/ conftitution, 
the ftrength and glory of Great Britain may be 


as 
+ The Right Hon, Witiiam Pitt, Efg;--But the author thinks 
it a piece of juflice due to fo great and refpectable a name, to 
acknowledge that he has no better authority for mentioning it 
on this particular occafion, than that of the public prints, late- 
ly {pread over America; giving an account of fome debates in 
the honorable Houfe of Commons. He» alfo acknowledges, 
that this is all the euthority he has for citing feme other pat- 
fages afterwards, as {nem th¢ fame ilafrigus patrieg, 
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s lafting as the world, and ftill increafing ;.as 
God fs my witnefs, I both wifh and pray. If 
‘Britain, which has long been the principal fup- 
port of liberty in Europe, and is, at leaft was, 
‘the chief bulwark againft that moft execrable of 
all tyrannies, Popery, thould in deftroying her 
colonies deftroy herfelf ; (Heaven forbid it !) 
what would become of thofe few ftates which 
are now free ? what, of the proteftant religion ? 
“The former might, not improbably, fall before 
the Grand Monarch on this fide the Alps ; the 
Jetter before the Succeffor of the apoftle Judas, 
and Grand Vicar of Satan, beyond them ; and fo, 
at length, one univerfal defpotifm {wallow up all! 
Some of ushad, lately, painful apprehenfions of 
“this kind, when there was talk of a great mili- 
tary force coming to flamp Ametica into a parti- 
cular kind of fubjection, to which moft people 
here have an invincible averfion. 
Yt would, doubrlefs, have been a noble effort 
of genius and humanity in the —— what fhall I 
call them? fowlers or financiers ?—to extort 2 
‘Tittle money from the poor colonies ‘by force 
‘of arms, at the rifque of fo much mifchief to 
America, to Britain, to, Europe, to the world. 
And the golden temptation, it is faid, took with . 
toomany, forawhile. A Pandora's box, or Tro- 
jan horfe, indeed ! 
; —O miferi, que tanta infania, cives ! 
 Creditis aveétos hoffes ? aut ulla putatis 
Dona carere dolis Danaim? fic notus—? t 
But not to digrefs. I have now briefly re- 
minded you of our late fad, perplexed, alarming 
, circumfances ; 
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circhmftances;. not for the fake of reproaching 
thofe who brought us into them, but to-excite 
your gratitude to God, for our deliverance out 
of them, and for our prefent happy, condition. 

The REPEAL, the REPEAL has at once, in a 
good meafure, reftored things to order, arid com- 
pofed our minds, by removing t e chief ground 
of our feats. Thecourfe of jultice between man 
and man is no longer obftruéted ; commerce lifts 
up her head, adorned with olden trefles, pearls 
and precious ftones. All things © that went on 
right before, are returning gradually to their for- 
mer courfe ; thofe that did not, we have reafou 
to hope, will go’ on better now; almoft every 
perfon you meet, wears the fmiles of content- 
ment and joy ; and even our flaves fejoice, as 
tho’ they had received their manumiflion. Indeed, 
all the lovers of liberty in Europe, in the world, 
have reafon to rejoice ; the caufe is in fome mea- 
fare common to themandus. Bleffed revolution! 
glorious change ! How great are our obligations 
for it to the fupreme Governor of the world? 
He hath given us beauty for afbes, and the oil of 
gladnefs for the {pirit of heavine/s: He hath 
turned our groans into fongs, cur mourning into 


Aancing : Hehath put off cur fackcloth, and gird- 


‘ed us with gladne/s, to the endthat our tongues, 


our glory may fing praifes to him. Let us all 
then rejoice in theLord, and give honor to him; 
not forgetting to add the obedience of our lives, 
as the beft facrifice that wé can. offer to Heaven ; 
and which, if negleéted, will prove all our other 
facrifices have been “but oftentation and hypo- 
crify, which are an abomination to the Lord. 
The 
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The apoftle Peter makes a natural tranfition 
from fearing God to honorimg the King. Let 
me, accordingly, in the next place, exhort you, 
my friends and brethren, to a refpectful, loyal 
and dutiful manner of fpeech afd conduct, re* 
fpecting his Majefty and his government ; thereby 
making a fuitable return to him for the redrefs 
of our late grievances. Iam, indeed, well ap- 
prifed of the firm attachment of thefe colonies in 
general, and of our own province in particular, 
to the King’s perfon, and to the proteftant fuc- 
ceffion in his illuftrious Houfe ; Be the prefer- 
vation of which, there is hardly a native of New- 
England, who would not, upon conftitutional 
principles, which are thofe of liberty, chearfully 
hazard his life; or even more lives than one, if 
he had them to lay down in- fo good a caufe. 
I have not the leaft fufpicion of any difaffection 
in you to his Majefty: But yet the duty of fub- 
jeéts to Kings, and toall that are in authority, is 
frequently to be inculcated by the minifters of 
the gofpel, if they will follow the example of the 
apoftles in this refpe&t. And theprefent occafion 
{cems particularly proper to remind you of that 
important duty ; fince we have now before usa 
recent and memorable proof of his Majefty’s 
moderation, his attention to the welfare of his 
people, and readinefs, fo far as in him lies ac- 
cording to the conftitution, to redrefs their grie- 
vances, on reafonable and humble complaint. 
If any perfons among us have taken it unkindly, 
that his Majefty fhould have given his royal 
affent to an aét, which they think was an infrac- 
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tion of thofe liberties and privileges, to which 
they were juftly intitled ; and ifthe ufual tide 
and fervor of theif loyal affection is in any 
degree abated on that account ; yet, furely, 
the readinefs which his Majefty has fhewn to 
hear and tedrefs his people’s wrongs, ought to 
give a new fpring, an additional vigor to their 
loyalty and obedience. Natural parents, thro’ 
human frailty, and miftakes about facts and 
circumftances,fometimes provoke their children to 
wrath, tho’ they tenderly love them,and fincere- 
ly defire their good. But what affectionate and 
dutiful child ever harboured refentment on any 
fuch account, if the grievance was removed, 
on a dutiful reprefentation of it? Hardly any 
thing operates fo ftrongly on ingenuous minds, 
tho’ perhaps of quick refentment, as the mild 
condefcenfion of a fuperior to the force of reafon 
and right on the part of the inferior. I fhall 
make no application of this, any farther than 
to remind you, ‘that Britifh kings are the po- 
litical FaTHERs of their people, and the peo- 
ple their Coinpren; the former are not 
tyrants, or even maffers ; the latter are not 
flaves, or even fervants. 

Let me farther exhort you to. pay due_ref- 
pect in all things to the Britith Parliament ; the 
Lords and Commons being two branches of 
the fupreme legiflative over all his Majefty’s 
dominions. The right of parliament to fuper- 
intend the general affairs of the colonies, to 
direét, check or controul them, feems to be 
fuppofedin their charters; all which, I think, 
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while they grant the power of legiflation, limit 


the exercife of it to the enacting fuch laws as 
ate not contrary to the laws of England, or 
Great-Britain; fo that our feveral legiflatures 
are fubordinate to that of the mother-country, 
which extends to and over all the King’s do- 
minions: At leaft, fo far as to prevent any 
parts of them from doing what would be either 
deftructive to each other, or manifeftly to the 
tuin of Britain. It might be of the moft dan- 
gerous confequence to the mother-country, to 
relinquifh this fuppofed authority or right, 
which, certainly, has all along been recognized 
by the colonies ; or to leave them dependent 
on the crown o#/y, fince, probably, within a 
century,the fubjects in them will be more than 
‘thrice as numerous as thofe of Great-Britain 
and Ireland. And, indeed, if the colonies are 
properly parts of the Britith empire, as it is 
both their intereft and honor to be, it feems 
abfurd to deny, that they are fubject to the 
higheft authority therein,or not bound to yield 
‘obedience to it. I hope there are very few 
‘people, if any, in the colonies, who have the 
leaft inclination to renounce the general jurif- 
diction of Parliament over them, whatever we 
may think of ‘the particular right of taxation. 
_If, in any particular cafes, we fhould think our 
felves hardly treated, laid under needlefs and 
unreafonable reftrictions, or curtailed of any 
liberties or privileges, which other our fellow 
fubjects in common enjoy ; we have an un- 


doubted right tocomplain, and, by humble and | 
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refpectful, tho’ not abject and fervile petitions, 
to feek the redrefs of fuch fuppofed grievances. 
The colonifts are men, and need not be afraid 
to affert the natural rights of men ; they are 
Britifh fubjects, and may juftly claim the com- 
mon rights, andall the privileges of fuch, with 
plainnefs and freedom. And from what has 
lately occurred,there is reafon to hope, that the 
Parliament will ever hereafter be willing to hear 
and grant our juft requefts ; efpecially if any 
grievances fhould take place, fo great, fo ge- 
neral and alarming, as to unite all the colonies 
in petitioning for redrefs, as with one voice. 
The humble united prayers of three or four 
million loyal fubjects, fo connected with Great 
Britain, will not be thought unworthy of a fe- 
rious attention ; efpecially when feconded by 
fuch fpirited refolutions and conduét of the A- 
merican Merchants, as they have lately given 
an example of. Humble petitions, /o enforced, 
always carry great weight with them ; and, if 
jaft and reafonable, will doubtlefs meet with a 
fuitable return,’ as in the late inftance ; fince 
Great Britain can fcarce fubfift without the trade 
of her colonies, which will be ftill increafing. 
And an equitable, kind treatment of them, on 
her part, will firmly bind them to her by the 
threefold cord of duty, intereft and filial affection ; 
fuch an an one as the wife man fays, is mot ea- 
Jily broken : "This would do more, far more to 
retain the colonies in due fubjection, than all 
the fleets or troops fhe would think proper to fend 
for that purpofe. 

But 
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_ But to return ; we ought, in honor to. our- 


felves, as well as duty to the King and parlia- 


ment, to fruftrate the malicious prophecies, if 


not the hopes of fome perfons in Britain, who 
have predicted the moft ungrateful and indecent 
retuzns from us to our mother-country, for de- 
liverance from the late grievances. It has been 
foretold that, in confequence thereof, the co- 
Yonies would grow infolent and affuming ; that 
they would affect a kind of triumph over the 
authority of parliament ; that they would little 
or nothing regard it hereafter, in other cafes ; 
that they would give fome broad intimations 


of their opinion, that it was not for want of 


inclination, but of power, that the late grievous 
act was not enforced ; that they would treat 
their brethren in Britain in an unworthy, dif- 
refpectfyl manner ; and the like. Such things 
as thefe have been predicted, and, probably, by 
thofe very fowlers whocontrived the Jnare from 
which, to their great mortification, our foul is 
now efcaped as a bird. Let us, my brethren, 
(for it is in our power, andit is our duty) make 
fach men falfe prophets, by a contrary beha- 
viour ; “ prophets of the deceit of their own 
“ hearts.” This might, probably, vex them 
forely ; fince it is likely, their chief aim is, to 
bring about a fixed, confirmed difaffection on 
our part, and a fevere refentment on the other, 
while the jealous enemies of the growing pow- 
er of Britain, wagg their ever-plotting and en- 
terprifing heads, faying, “ Aha! fo we would 
© have it,” Let us highly reverence the fu- 
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preme authority of the Britifh empire, which 
to us is the higheft, under that of heaven. 
Let us, as much as in us lies, cultivate har- 
mony and brotherly love between our fellow 
fubjects in Britain and ourfelves. We fhall 
doubtlefs find our account in this at laft, 
much more than in a contrary way of procee- 
ding. There are no other people on earth, 
that fo “ naturally care for us.” We are con- 
nected with them by the ftrongeft-ties ; in fome 
meafure by blood ; for look but a century or 
two back,and you will find their anceftors and 
ours, in a great meafure the faine perfons, tho’ 
their pofterity is now fo divided. We are 
ftrongly connected with them by a great com- 
mercial intercourfe, by our common language, 
by our common religion as proteftants, and 
by being fubjects of the fame King, whom 
God long preferve and profper, while his e- 
nemies are cloathed with fhame. 

If we confider things properly, it is indeed 
our great felicity, our beft fecurity, and high- 
eft glory in this world, to ftand in fuch a re- 
lation as we do, to fo powerful an empire ; 
one which rules the ocean, and wherein the 
principles of liberty are in general predomi- 
nant. It would be our mifery,if not our ruin, 
to be caft off by Great-Britain, as unworthy 
her farther regards. What then would it be, 
in any fuppofeable way, todraw upon ourfelves 
the whole weight of her juft refentment ! 
Whatare we in the handsof that nation, which 
fo lately triumphed over the united powers of 
France and Spain?) Though it muft, indeed, 
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be-acknowledged, that fhe did this, in a great 
meafure, by means of her commercial in- 
tercourfe with, and aids from the colonies : 
Without which fhe muft probably have 
made a more inglorious figure at the end, 
than fhe did at the beginning of the laft war ; 
even tho’ Mr. Prrr himfelf had had the 
fole direction of it under his Majefty.’ — 
Confider how many millions of people there 
arc in other countries, groaning in vain 
under the iron fceptre of mercilefs defpotitin, 
who, if they were but imperfe€tly apprifed of 
the happinefs we enjoy, would moft ardently 
défire to be in our fituation, and to ftand inthe 
like relation to: Great Britain. Let us not be 
infenfible of our own felicity in this refpec ; 
Jet us not entertain a thought of novelties or 
innovations, or be “ given tochange.” Let us 
not indulge to any groundlefs jealoufies of ill 
intentions towards us in our mother-country, 
whatever there may be in fome defigning in- 
dividuals, who do the devil’s work, by fowing 
difcord. - It is for the intereft of Britain, as fhe 
well knows, to retain the affection of thefe grow- 
ing colonies, and to treat them kindly to that 
end: And this bond of intereft on her part, is 
the ftrengeft fecurity to us, which we can 
have in any political relation whatever. We 
are bound, in honor tothe King and Parlia- 
ment, tofuppofe, that it was not for want of 
ability to enforce a late act, and to crufh us, 
that it was repealed; but from a conviétion of 
the inexpediency,the dangerous confequences, and 
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many imconveniencies of continuing it... And 
the like reafons will probably operate forever 
again{t any act of the fame nature, and grow 
{tronger and ftronger. 

It can anfwer no valuable end, for us to 
harbour grudges or fecret refentment on ac- 
count of redreffled and paft grievances ; no 
good end wantonly and grofsly to infult, and 
thereby to incenfe any particular powerful 
perfons on the other fide of the water, as the 
fuppofed enemies of the colonies. To me 
this feems impolitic at leaft; as it may per- 
haps make fuch perfons our enemies, if they 
were not fo before ; or, if they were, fix their 
enmity; and make them more induftrious than 
ever in feeking opportunities to do us mifchief. 
Much lefs can. it. anfwer any good end, to af- 
fect to triumph over the power of Parliament : 
This would, in fhort, appear equally infolent, 
difloyal and ridiculous, in the eyes of all fober, 
unprejudiced men. May God give us the wif- 
dom to behave ourfelves with humility and 
moderation, on the happy fuccefs of our late 
remonftrances and ftruggles !---We are bound 
in honor fo to behave, not only that we may 
fruftrate the malignant predictions before re- 
ferred to, but that we may anfwer the juft 
expectation of our friends in Britain, who 
fo nobly efpoufed our caufe, and, as it were, 
pawned their own honor, ( how great and 
facred a pledge! ) for our good conduét, if 
our grievances were removed. By fuch an 
engagement they did us honor,as it manifefted 
their candid and kind fentiments concerning 
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us. This lays us under an additional ‘obligati- 
of, in point of gratitude, to that good beha- 
Viour, which would have been our duty with- 
out it. [cannot but here remind you parti- 
cularly of the words of that immortal patriot 
in Parliament, who has now’a fecond time, 
been the principal means of faving Britain and 
her colonies from impending ruin.t “ Say,” 
faid he, “ the Americans have not in all things 
* acted with prudence and temper: They 
have been wrong’d ; they have been driven 
to madnefs by injuftice. Will you now pu- 
nifh them for the madnefs you have occafio- 
ned ? Rather let’ prudence and temper come 
firtt from this fide ; I wI1LL UNDERTAKE 
* por America that fhe will follow the ex- 
“ ample.” What SON, either of AMERICA or of 
LIBERTY is there, that has the leaft fpark of 
ingenuity, who can help being touched and 
penetrated to the inmoft recefles of the heart, 
by fach magnanimous and generous exprefli- 
ons in behalf of the colonies ? Who is there, 
that would not almoft as willingly die, as that 
THAT illuftrious Patron of Ametica fhould 
ever have occafion to be afhamed of efpoufing 
its caufe, and making himfelf anfwerable for 
us? We had other advocates of diftinguifhed 
eminence and worth, who generoufly came 
under fimilar engagements for us. God for- 
bid, my brethren, that any one of them fhould 
ever have the leaft reafon to blufh for his ill 
placed confidence inus; as all of them will, 
if we fhew any unworthy behaviour towards 
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the King, the Parliament or our Mother-couti« 

try, after this proof of their moderation, an 
regard for us. And if They, our friends, fhould 
have caufe to, bluth for us in this refpea, what 
mult we do for ourfelves ! Where fhall we-find 
caverns far enough removed from the light of 
day, in which to hide our heads! Or what rea 
fon fhall we have to expe friends, advocates 
and {ponfors again, how much foever we may 
need them, if we have no more regard for the 
honor of thofe who appeared for us at the 
late alarming crifis ; when it was accounted 
almoft criminal to fay any thifig in our behalf? 
Let me fubjoin, that as the good people of 
this province had the honor to lead in a {pirited, 
tho’ decent and refpectful application for the 
redrefs of our late grievances ; methinks they 
fhould now be ambitious to have the honor 
of leading in a prudent, temperate, wife beha- 
viour, in confequence of the fuccefs ; and, if need 
be, as | hope there is not, ambitious of fetting an 
example of moderation and difcretion to other 
colonies. This honor would be equal to the 
firft mentioned ; and would probably recommend 
us greatly to thofe, whom it will always be our 
interelt and duty to pleafe ; fo long, at leaft, as 
we can do it without renouncing our birth-right. 
It will contribute to remove any impreffions that 
may have been made of late, to our difadvantage. 
Ir will at once gratify our beft friends, and falfifj 
the flanders of our enemies, who delight in re- 
prefenting us as.a {editious, fatious and turbu- 
dent fort oF people, who cannot endure the 
ty wholfome 
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wholefome and neceffary reftraints of govern« 
Ment. May God rebuke them for, and forgive 
them this wrong ! 

Let none fufpeé that, becaufe I thus urge the 
duty of cultivating a clofe harmony with our 
mother-country, and a dutiful fubmiffion to the 
King and Parliament, our chief grievances being 
redreffed, I mean to diffwade people from having 
a juft concern for thcir own rights, or legal, con- 
ftitutional privileges. Hiftory, one may prefume 
to fay, affords no example of any nation, coun- 
try or people long free, who did not take fome 
care of themfclves; and endeavour to guard and 
fecure their own liberties. Power is of a grafp- 
ing, encroaching nature, in all beings, except in 
Him, to whom it emphatically “ belongeth” ; 
and who is the only King that, in a religious or 
moral fenfe, “can do no wrong.” Power aimsat 
extending itfelf, and operating according to mere 
will, where-ever it meets with no ballance, check, 
controul or eppofition of any kind. For which 
teafon it will always be neceflary, as was faid 
before, for thofe who would preferve and per- 
petuate their liberties, to guard them with a © 
wakcful attention; and in all righteous, juft and, 
prudent ways, to oppofe the firft encroachments 
on them. “ Obfta principiis.” After a while it 
will be too late. For in the ftates and kingdoms 
of this world, it happens as it does in the field 
or church, according to the well-known parable, 
to this purpofe; That while men fleep, then the 
enemy cometh and foweth tares, which cannot be 
rooted out again till the end of the world, with- 
out rooting out the wheat with them. 
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- If Tmay be indulged here in faying a few 
words more, refpeéting my notions of liberty in 
general, fuch as they are, it fhall be as follows. 

Having been initiated, in youth, in the doce 
trines of civil liberty, as they were taught by 
fuch men as Plato, Demofthenes, Cicero and 
other renowned_ perfons among the ancients ; 
and fuch as Sidney and Milton, Locke and Hoad- 
ley, among the moderns; I liked them; they 
feemed rational. Having, earlier ftill learnt 
from the holy fcriptures, that wife, brave and 


_vertuous men were always friends to liberty ; 


that God gave the Ifraelites a King [or abfolute 
Monarch] in his anger, becaufe they had not fenfe 
and virtue enough to like a free common-wealth, 
and to have himfelf for their King; that the Son 
of God came down from heaven, to make us 
“ free indeed” ; and that “ where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty”; this made me conclude, 
that freedom was a great blefling. Having, alfo, 
from my childhood up, by the kind providence 
of my God, and the tender care of a good pa- 
rent now at reft with Him, been educated to the 
love of liberty, tho’ not of licentioufnels ; which 
chafte and virtuous paffion was ftill increafed in 
me, as I advanced towards, and into, manhood ; 
I would not, I cannot now, tho’ paft middle age, 
relinquifh the fair object of my youthful affec- 
tions, L1BER TY; whofe charms, inftead of de- 
caying with time in my eyes, have daily capti- 
vated me more and more. I was, accordingly, 
penetrated with the moft fenfible gtief, when, 
about the fir? of November laff, that day of dark- 
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efs, a day hardly to be numbered with the 
aye of the year, SHE feemed about to take 
final departure from America, and to leave th 
ugly Hag Slavery, the deformed child of Satan, 
in. her room. Iam now filled with a propote 
tionable degree of joy in God, on occafion of 
HER fpeedy return, with new fmileson her face, 
with augmented beauty and fplendor.——Once 
more then, Hail! celeftial Maid, the daughter of 
God, and, excepting his Son, the firft-born of 
heaven! Welcome to thefe fhores again; wel- 
come to every expanding heart! Long mayeft 
thou refide among us, the delight of the wife, 
good and brave; the protectrefs of innocence , 
from. wrongs and oppreffion, the patronefs. of 
learning, arts, eloquence, virtue, rational loyalty, 
religion! And if any miferable people on the 
continent or ifles of Europe, after being weaken- 
ed by luxury, debauchery, venality, inteftine 
quarrels, or other vices, fhould, in the rude 
collifions, or now-uncertain revolutions of 
kingdoms, be driven, in their extremity, to 
feek a fafe retreat from flavery in fome far- 
diftant climate; let them find, O let them 
find one in America under thy brooding, 
facred wings; where our oppreffed fathers 
once found it, and we now enjoy it, by the 
favor of Him, whofe fervice is the moft glo- 
rious freedom! Never, O never may He per- 
mit thee to forfake us, for our unworthinefs to 
enjoy thy enlivening prefence! By His highper- 
miffion, attend us thro’ life aND DEATH tothe 
regions of the bleed, thy original abade, there 
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to enjoy forever the “ glorious liberty of the 
us font of God !”— Bar I forget myfelf wh 
‘ther have I been hurried by this enthufiafm, or 

whatever elfe you will pleafe to call it? I hope 
- your candor will forgive this odd excurfion, for 
which I hardly know how to account myfelf, 
——There were two or three things more which 
I intended to fay relative to this joyful oceafion, 
To go on then, thefe colonies are better than 
ever apprifed of their own.weight and confe- 
quence, when united in a /egal oppofition to 
any unconftitutional, hard and grievous treat- 
ment; which may be an advantage to them. 
God often bringeth good out.of evil; or what 
is intended for evil by men, is by him meant for 
ood. So it was particularly in the memorable 
cafe of Jofeph, whom his hard-hearted, envieus 
brethren fold as a /lave into Egypt. There he 
became great, and his Father and brethren were 
at length obliged to have recourfe to him, to 
keep them and their’s from perifhing.——And 
thus, not improbably, may good come out. of 
our late troubles, as well as out of thofe oppref- 
fions, which occafioned the flight of our fore- 
fathers into the defarts of America... The great 
fhock which was lately given to our liberties, 
may end in the confirmation. and enlargement 
of them: As it is faid, the ftately oaks of the 
foreft take the deeper root, extend their arms 
the farther, and exalt their venerable heads the 
higher for being agitated by ftorms and tempefts, 
provided they are not actually torn up, rent in 
picces, or quite blafted by the lightning of hea- 
ven. 
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ven. And who knows, our libetties being thug” : 
eftablifhed, but that on fome future occafion, — 
when the kingdoms of the earth are moved, ae ae 
roughly dafhed one again{t another, by Him that 
“taketh up the i/les as a very little thing,” we, — 
or our pofterity may even have the great felicity 
and honor to “‘ fave much people alive,” and 
keep Britain herfelf from ruin. [ hope fhe will 
never put it out of our power, by deftroying us ; 
or out of the inclination of any, by attempting it. 
It is to be hoped, the colonies will never abufe 
or mifapply any influence which they may haye, 
when united as aforefaid ; or difcover a {pirit of 
murmuring, difcontent or impatience under the 
government of Great Britain, fo long as they are 
juftly and kindly treated. On the other hand, 
it is to be hoped, they will never lofe a juft fenfe 
of liberty, or what they may reafonably expe 
from the mother-country. Thefe things they 
will keep in mind, if they are wife; and culti- 
vate a firm friendfhip and union with each other 
upon equal terms, as far as diftance and other 
circumftances will allow. And if ever there 
fhould be occafion, as I fincerely hope and pray 
there may not, their late experience and fuccefs 
will teach them how to aé, in order to obtain 
the redrefs of grievances ; I mean, by joint, man- 
ly and fpirited, but yet refpectful and loyal peti- 
tioning. Setting afide fome excefles and out- 
rages, which all fober men join in condemning, 
¥ believe hiftory affords few examples of a more 
general, generous and juft fenfe of liberty in any 
country, than has appeared in America within 
= = the 
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the year paft: In which time the mercantile 
past in particular have done themfelves much 
onor, and had a great fhare in preferving the 
liberties of the: plantations, when in the moft 
imminent danger : Tho’ this is not faid with the 
lait thought of reflecting on any other body ot 
order of men, as wanting in their endeavours to 
the fame noble end. Had we patiently received 
the yoke, no one can tell when, or whether ever 
it would have been taken off. And if there be 
fome animals, adapted by nature to bear heavy 
‘burdens fubmiffively, one of which, however, is 
faid, on a certain occafion, to have had the gift of 
Jpeech, and expoftulated with his mafter for un- 
jultly fmiting him ; I hope the Americans will 
never be reckoned as belonging to that fpiritlefs, 
flavith kind, tho’ their‘ powers of {peech” 
fhould not, in the opinion of fome namelefs, 
heroic pamphletcer-fcoffers in Britain, exceed 
thofe of ‘the other. However defedive they 
may be in point of “ elogence,”+ I thank God 
they can at leaft feel, and complain fo as to be 
tolerably underfioad. ¥ ni ee 
If your patience will hold our, I willadda 
few words further, by way of advice, and {o 
conclude. While we endeavour to cultivate 
harmony and union with our mother-country 
and our fifter-colonies, in all gencrous and man-- 
ly ways, we fhould not, furely, negle& to culti- 
vate the fame among ourfelves, 
There have, I am forry to fay it, but really 
there have lately been many unwarrantable jea- 
loufies, 


+ An abufive, fuperficial pamphlet in favor vf the inealbres of 
the late minifiry. 
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loufies, and bitter mutual teprodches among 
the people of this town and province, dccd: 
fioned by that unhappy meafure, which has been 
fo often referred to, Even wife and good men, 
tho’ all equally againft that meafure, could hot, 
however, agree what was to be done, upon 
the maxims of prudence, tho’ alike concerned 
for the public welfare. Accordingly fome wete 
Blamed as too warm and fanguine, others as too 
phlegmatic and indifferent, in the common and 
noble caufe of liberty. Many were cenfured, 
and fome, Iam well affured, very unjuftly, as 
being freinds to, and encouragers of, the fatal 
inéafure aforefaid. But how far thefe accufations 
were juft or unjuit, on either fide, I will not take 
upoh me ihe ote determine. Be that as 
it may, is it not beft, miy Bretliten, to let thefe 
contentions fubfide, now the end is obtained, 
and we have fo fair a profpeét before us? Are 
there any valuable ends to be anfwered by per- 
petuating thefe difputes * I cannot readily con- 
ceive any: Perhaps it is, becaufe I have lefs pene- 
tration than moft others. Be it as it will, I 
know One, and One whom we all profefs to 
reverence, who hath faid, “ Blefledare the peace- 
“* makers, for they fhall be called the children 
** of God.” And, “Let us ftudy the things that 
** make for peace,” faid he that was not behind the 
chief of the apoftles, “and the things wherewith 
“* one may edify another.” Thefe fayings may 
apologize for me, if 1am wrong in “ preaching 
peace” at this time. And if none will be offend- 
ed with me for {peaking plainly as to this a 
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To me it really feems moft prudent, mot chrif- 
tian, to bury in oblivion what is paft ; to be- 
gin our civil, political life anew as it were, from 
this joyful and glorious zra of reftored.and con- 
firmed liberty ; to beat union among ourfelves; 
to abftain from all party names and national re- 
flections, refpecting any of our fellow fubjects ; 
and to exert ourfelves, in our feveral {tations, 
to promote the common good, “ by love fer- 
“*. ving one another.” | Let us make allowances 
mutually’ for human frailty, for our different 
views and conceptions of things, which may 
beina great meafure unavoidable ; for diflerence 
of natural conftitution, an unequal flow.of ani- 
mal {pirits, or {trength of nerves : Lét-no-one 
cenfure another more hardly, if at all, than the 
neceflity of the cafe plainly requires...; I hope 
thefe counfels‘of peace will not be difrelifhed 
by any “ Son of peace,” or any wife and good 
man, that does me the hosior to be my auditor. 
on this occafion ; for I mean. not: to give of- 
fence, but only to do good. . Such counfels-as 
they dre, 1 humbly commend them to the God 
of love and peace, to whofe holy will I believe 
them agreeable,for his blefling ; that they may 
have their juft influence on_all that hear them. 
And you will not forget, that we muft-all one 


_ day give an account to'Him,; fo that it nearly 


concerns us tohave our ways, motives, and-all 

our doings approved by him. | In-fine,, “> 
Let us all apply ourfelves with diligence, and 
in the fear of God, to the duties of. our:refpec- 
ae tive 
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tion among us for a long time ; a great ‘neglect. 


and ftagnation of bufinefs. Eyen the poor, 
-and labouring part of the community, whom 


I am very far from defpifing, have had fomuch _ 
to fay about government and politics, in the 
late times of danger, tumult and confufion; 
that many of them feemed to forget, they had 


“any thing to de, Methinks, it would now be 


expedient for them, and perhaps for moft of 
us, todo fomething more, and talk fomething 


-YefS; every one “ {tydying to be quiet, andta 


do his own bufinefs ;” letting things return peace- 
ably intotheiroldchannels, and natural courfes, 
after fo long an interruption. ‘My immediate 


‘aim in what I now fay, being only to recom- 
mend induftry, good order «and harmony, 


¥ will not meddle with the thorny queftion, ° 
whether, or how far, it may be juftifiable for 


‘private men, ‘at certain extraordinary conjunc- 
‘tures, to take the adminifltration of government 


in fome refpects into their own hands, — Self- 
prefervation being a great and primary law of 
Nature, and to be confidered as antecedent to 
all civil laws and inftitutions, which are fubor- 
dinate and fubfervient to the other ; the right 
of fo doing, infome circumftances, cannot well 
be denied. ° But certainly, there is no plaufible 
pretence for fuch a conduct among us wow. 


That. which may be excufeable, and perhaps 


latdable, on fome very fingular emergencies, 


“would at other times be pragmatical, feditious, 
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and high-handed prefumption... Let all there- 
fore now join with heart and hand in fupporting 
the lawful, conftitutional government .over ug 
in its juft dignity and vigor ; in fupporting his 
Majetty’s Reprefentative, the civil magiftrates, 
~ and.all perfons in authority, in-the lawful-ex- 
ercife-of their feveral offices. - No true friend of 
liberty can réafonably object againft. this ; and 
if any perfons fhould, it would: fhew. that, while 
they {peak great {welling words of vanity; mat 
king liberty the-pretext, they. themfelves aré the 
fervants of:corription, the:ignoble flaves of £ 
Without this due regard to, government:ani 
laws, we fhall {till be.miferable, my friends, 
notwithftanding all that God andthe King have 
done to make us happy. If. one. had. wings 
like a dove, it were better to fly far away, and 
remain alone in the wildernefs, where he might 
beat reft, than to live ina fociety where there 
is. no order, no fubordination ; but. anarchy 
and confufion reign. | Of thefe.we-have_furely 
had enough already ; tho’ at. the fame time I 
blefs God, that there has not beén-much more, 
confidering the great danger in which wehave 
been, with the general alarm and confternation, 
by reafon of that which is faid to make “ even 
a wife man mad,” and much more the rafh and 
indifcrete, of whom there isa great proportion 
in all communities ; confidering alfo the abfo- 
lute -neceflity there was, or at leaft-feemed-to 
be, of fume very uncommon ftruggles and ex- 
ertions, in order to break the /ware, and the 
: natural 
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natural impetuofity of many, people’s tempers: 
Solimportant a‘change in the fituation of pub= 
lic affairs) fo great a deliverance; has, perhaps, 
feldom been ‘brought about invany country, 
with: / fo: little scriminal’ excefsyuntefs it were 
done'by ‘God'alone, ‘without the inftrumenta- 
lityior agency “of men, by nature liable:to fo 
many <errors and’ infirmities. But: whatever 
there has been‘of this kind, ought ito be, andI 
hope is, lamented‘by all good men. - May that 
Godsi:in-whom our help-has been, continue to 
protect-us, our rights:and privileges ! May he 
direct: our'paths: thro’ this uncertain life, and 
all:the changes ofiit:;:and, of his-infinite.mer- 
cy-inJefus Chrift, finally bring us all to thofe 
peaceful and glotious regions, where no evil 
fpirits, no: wicked fowlers will come ; where 
no faares will be fpread for us';‘no proud waters 
toxgo over our foul!’ Andif we hope for admif- 
fidn into thofe eternal manfions of joy, let eve- 
tyone.of us, asthe apoftle Peter exhorts, ‘* ho- 
©>nor all men; love the brotherhood, fear GOD, 
“ honor the: Krnc.” Ge) sie 


AMEN! 


